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Held back in October, ‘January 4th’ was a special design-

focused exhibition that featured a clever well thought-out
mixture of East and West influences.

Text by Manny Ko & Billy Clarke
Coutesy of Pearl Lam Galleries
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;Chrysanthemum - Girly Series by Danful Yang

ahjong Dining Table by Danful Yang
Gssinger (Candy) by Patrice Butler
Art work by André Dubreuil

1st Century ROCKokO, Kidda by Patrice Butler
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N earl Lam Galleries
%mr was originally founded as
Contrasts Gallery in Hong Kong in
1992 by Pearl Lam. From the get-
go Pearl Lam blazed a trail in the
art and creative design scene,
and Contrasts Gallery became a
pioneering gallery, being one of
the first to explore the boundaries
between design and art, as well as
East and West. Today Pearl Lam
Galleries consists of Pearl Lam Fine
Art and Pearl Lam Design, and both
the Fine Art and Design Gallery are
at the vanguard of the global art
and cultural scene.

Both focus on nurturing and
promoting a stable of cross-cultural
and cross-discipline Chinese artists
along with a select handful of
international artists, all of whose
work is a recreation and extension
of traditions. These artists react to
and against Western influences and
the established Western traditions
to create a new aesthetic or visual
language.

The exhibition 'January 4th'
was the inaugural exhibition for
Pearl Lam Design in Hong Kong,
and it nicely brought together
some of the key themes that Pearl
Lam Galleries represents. Held
from October 13-31 at the Pao
Galleries, Hong Kong Art Centre,
the exhibition featured three unique

renowned international artists -

André Dubreuil, Patrice Butler, and
Danful Yang. The work exhibited
from the three showcased a diverse
mix of limited edition designs which
all obscure the boundaries between
art and design. While some were
functional, all were eye-catching,
and all pushed the boundaries of
traditional Chinese art and craft
techniques as well. Another key
element that the three artists had
in common was their birthdays,
and this was used as the title and
starting point of the exhibition.

The exhibition was in fact
curated by the Shanghai-born
Danful Yang herself and, as a close
friend of Pearl Lam, she was given
free reign over the exhibits, which
featured a nice balance of work
from the British-born Patrice Butler
and the Frenchman André Dubreuil.
As Sue Lin of Pearl Lam Galleries
commented, "Danful helped to
realize Pearl's design when she was
first starting up and Pearl helped
to develop Danful's design as well,
and this show is a testament to
that with this being Danful's first
curated exhibition since completing
a curatorship in design."

While quite different, the
pieces in the exhibit do have
parallels between them, with all
exploring facets of traditional
Chinese craftsmanship, materials

and imagery. Challenging the

Art work by André Dubreu

Art work by André Dubreuil

Fake Stool (Girls)
by Danful Yang

Drum Side Table by Danful Yang



Distorted Fake Bench
by Danful Yang

Chrysanthemum - Girly Series
by Danful Yang

New Tang Dynesty
by Patrice Butler

Kissinger by Patrice Butler

Western conception of Industrial
design, the three designers
incorporate their contemporary
prospective through their takes
on traditional Chinese handiwork.
André Dubreuil's work showcases
this most prominently, with some
of his highlighted pieces including
finely-made porcelain versions of
popular sports shoes and traditional
mass-produced plastic basins used
in modern Chinese homes. "In china
everything is mass-produced and
through these pieces André wants
to show that the Chinese can also
make very fine delicate pieces as
well," states Sue Lin.

On the other hand the
exhibited work from the British-
trained architect Patrice Butler is a
lot more functional and formal, with
the Shanghai-based designer and
artist exploring the French world
of 'Chinoiserie,' which is a French
term meaning 'Chinese-esque’
that refers to a recurring theme in
European artistic styles that have
been around since the seventeenth
century, reflecting Chinese artistic
influences with fanciful imagery of
an imaginary China. His exhibited
pieces include carefully-crafted
vases that contrast naturalistic forms
with human-created artificial shapes,
plus some comfortable tall horse-
inspired chairs.

Danful Yang's part of the

exhibition itself is slightly more

ironical and colourful, with her
playful works combining objects
and materials in unexpected ways.
She uses both traditional Chinese
art and craft techniques as well as
modern Western materials. Her
Fake series bombards viewers
with visual stimuli, turning imitation
into originality and reflecting the
onslaught of a globalized consumer.
As Sue Lin explains, "in her Fake
series Danful is suggesting that while
rich people desire luxury goods,
most poor people cannot even
afford the fake versions of these
luxury goods." Hence, her exhibits
include a sofa in a rich Western
classical style and a Chinese classical
royal chair, but both of these feature
materials made from actual replica
leather bags picked up in China.
Some of her other featured items
include traditional wooden Chinese
furnishings with detailed symbols of
western society carved into them,
plus an eye-catching wall decoration
carved into a real piece of wood
called 'Meh Meh Yang.' With sheep
motifs carved into the wood 'Meh
Meh Yang' symbolizes the sheep
that people count when they try to
fall asleep and is suggesting people
to keep dreaming and be creative.
As Danful Yang says herself,
"dreams, like diamonds, should not
fade with a busy life, but become
brighter." 4
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